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UPCOMING EVENTS      

Sept 10 Sally Fost Gift Wrap begins 

Sept 12 Back to School Picnic, 4-6pm 

Sept 15 Science City begins 

Sept 22 Back to School Night, 7-8:30pm 
SCA Elections at 10:15am 

Sept 17 Notification of Enrichment Classes 

Sept 23 Wells/Wilkinson classes to Green Springs 
Gardens 

Sept 24 Rusk/Fleming classes to Green Springs 
Gardens 

Sept 27 Sally Foster ends 

Sept 28 Principalôs Chat in library at 9am 

Oct 1 Gr 3 Ntl Building Museum Field Trip 

Oct 5 PTA meeting at 7pm, GT presentation by 
Dawn Ramsay 

Oct 7-8 Parent-Teacher Conferences/Students do 
not attend school 

Oct 11 NO SCHOOLðColumbus Day observance 

Oct 12 1st day of enrichment classes 

Oct 13 Walk for the Homeless, 9:05-10:05am 

Oct 18 Author Ralph Fletcher parent night for 
ASFS & Jamestown parents at Jamestown 

Oct 19 All-Day event with Author Ralph Fletcher 

Oct 21 School Picture Day 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

Thank You for All of Your Help  
 Thank you to Suzanne Greismer and all of the par-

ents who contributed to our Welcome Back Staff Break-

fast on August 30.  It was wonderful to have such tasty 

treats to begin our pre-service week. 

 

Communicating with 

Your Childôs Teachers 
 We encourage parents to talk with their childôs 

teacher when they have questions or need clarification.  

All teachers have email and voicemail.  Please check 

our school website at www.arlington.k12.va.us to find the 

staff email addresses.  Pictures of all staff are available 

on the school website.  Many aspects of our instruc-

tional programs are available on this site.     

 Voicemail can be accessed by dialing 703-228-

3600 and entering the staff memberôs voicemail num-

ber.            

 Your childôs teachers will let you know what their 

preferred method of communication will be and talk 

with you about grade level expectations at the Back To 

School Night event.   

 Kindergarten and first grade teachers will send 

home Friday Folders with classroom newsletters de-

scribing the skills strands completed during the past 

week, explain the up coming week plan, and pertinent 

classroom news.  Second grade teachers will provide 

Friday Folders and offer a bi-weekly newsletters from 

the grade level.   

 In grades three, four, and five a monthly grade level 

newsletter will be sent home the first Friday of each 

month.  

http://www.arlington.k12.va.us/
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

Back To School Night 

Please plan on attending this event at 7:00 pm 

on Wednesday, September 22nd by greeting staff and 

parents at Back to School Night in the multi-purpose 

room.  Parents will have an opportunity to visit class-

rooms from 7:15 - 8:30 during three sessions.  This is 

an excellent opportunity for you to learn about the 

events and expectations of the school year from your 

childôs teachers.  You will be able to tour the Investi-

gation Station, Computer Lab, Library/Media Center, 

Math & Language Arts Resource rooms, Gym, Art 

and Music rooms, and the courtyard.  

 So that parents may have an opportunity to hear 

about curriculum and classrooms goals, we ask that 

you NOT bring children to this event.  No child care 

will be provided for this event.  Thank you for making 

private childcare arrangement so that you can attend 

this important parent and teacher event.  

Back To School Night Schedule: 

7:00-7:15   Everyone meets in the MP room  

    Ms. Begley and Ms. Nesselrode introduce staff 

and greet parents in mp room.  Opening greetings 

from our PTA President, Noah Simon . 

7:15-7:40    Session #1 held in classrooms 

7:45-8:05    Session #2 held in classrooms (Special 

area teachers will be in the MP room). 

8:10-8:25    Session #3 held in classrooms 

8:30             Back To School Night concluded 

 

School T-shirt and School Color Day 

 On the first Friday of each month we will celebrate our 

school spirit by asking students and staff to wear their 

ASFS t-shirt and/or wear our school colors of black, gold, 

and royal blue. 

 We are the Arlington Science Focus Lightning 

Bolts and we are proud of school and our community.  

Special Care To ASFS Over the Summer  
 We would especially like to thank all of those 

people who fed the fish, maintained the grounds, wa-

tered our plants, and worked on landscaping through-

out the summer.  We would especially like to thank 

Claudia Harvey and Dee Doyle for their organization 

and hard labor on these projects. Our pond person, 

John Stevens, has been working on our new filtration 

system throughout the summer. 

 Our custodial staff has spent many hours cleaning, 

shining, and waxing our building to make it is ñspit 

spotò clean for the opening of school.  As you see our 

custodial staff around the building, please make sure 

to thank them for their fabulous cleaning. Rosa Torres, 

Ricardo Trejo,  Elva and Jose Turcios have really 

made ASFS shine.  Thank you! 

Kindergarten Parents  
  Ms. Nesslerode and I would like to thank the 94 

kindergarten parents who came to ASFS this summer 

and talked with us about their children.  We truly en-

joyed meeting with you and getting to know you and 

your child.  We look forward to working with you 

over the next six years! 

APS School Start Times 
 Thank you for your patience as our transportation 

department works through the bus schedules to meet 

the needs of our students.  Please remember that ASFS 

begins instruction at 9:00 a.m.  Students may arrive 

after 8:35 a.m. and dismissal is at 3:41 p.m.  On Early 

Release Wednesdays, we will dismiss at 1:26 p.m.  If 

your child does not take the bus, he/she needs to be 

picked up at 1:20 p.m. so staff can attend their grade 

level meetings. 

 If you bring your child to school by private car, 

please make sure that they are in the building between 

8:30 and 8:50 so that instruction can begin at 9:00am.  

It is very important for your children to begin their day 

on time. 

 This year we want to really make sure students 

have on time arrival each and every day.  Our new 

counselor, Diane Reeser, is at ASFS on Monday and 

will focus on working with families to make sure that 

children are in school everyday on time and ready to 

learn. Ms. Reeser and Ms. Buchanan, our social 

worker, are both housed in the library.  

Would You Like To Volunteer in Our Classrooms? 
 If you are interested in volunteering in a class-

room this year, we encourage you to speak with your 

childôs teacher. If you would like to come into the 

classroom during W.E.B. time, (We Enjoy Books), 

kindergarten and first grade have WEB time from 9:00

-9:30 every day but Wednesday.  We ask that you 

come to class with you child and read with your child.  

Please do not bring younger siblings as this may be 

disruptive to the other children in the classroom. If 

your child is in second grade, he/she will have WEB 

from 10:00-10:20; grade 3 3:20-3:40; grade 4 1:00-

1:20; and grade 5 1:05-1:25.  Students do not have 

WEB on Wednesday because of Science City.   
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

Standards of Accreditation & Annual Yearly Pro-

gress 
 Each year, schools are re-evaluated to determine 

if they meet the Standards of Accreditation.  Based 

upon the average of our Standards of Learning scores 

in grades 3, 4, & 5, Arlington Science Focus School 

continues to be fully accredited for the 2009-2010 aca-

demic school year!  Our scores can be accessed 

through our website at arlington.k12.va.us and go to 

ASFS. 

 Under the No Child Left Behind Act, ASFS met 

all 29 criterion for annual yearly progress.  We will 

talk more about these assessments at our PTA meet-

ing. 

Three Cheers for the Office Staff 
 Throughout the summer our office staff have 

worked to organize the building, register students, as-

sist parents, and get all of the first day packet informa-

tion together and ready for the students to assemble.  

They really are our unsung heroes.  Please join me in 

thanking Ms. Diaz, Ms. Smiroldo, Ms. Morard, and 

Ms. Warring.  They really are terrific! 

 A special thank you to Adrienne Wichard-Edds 

and Noah Simon for coming into school on Labor Day 

to help finish up these important packets.  

Traffic Pattern Update 
 I want to emphasize the importance of following 

the signage for drop off of students in the morning and 

pickup in the afternoon.  Parents can pull up to the 

ñkiss and rideò area on the north side of  North Lin-

coln Street by the playing field and drop children off 

from the sidewalk side of your car.  Staff members 

will be on this side of North Lincoln to assist students 

from the car. This area is not a parking zone.  If you 

would like to walk your child into school, please park 

by the bridge or in the adjacent parking lot.  Another 

concern is cars doing U-turns at both ends of the circu-

lar driveway.  Not only is this a traffic violation, but it 

is very dangerous for our children.    

Thank you for helping us to make ASFS traffic 

safe for our children and each other.  If you have sug-

gestions about our traffic pattern, please call our PTA 

representative and consider serving on the Traffic 

Committee.  

Calling All Fourth and Fifth Grade Students 
 Ms. Caroline Levy, orchestra instructor and 

Ms. Pendergast, band instructor, are looking for  

excited and enthusiastic fourth and fifth grade stu-

dents who are interested in playing band or orchestra 

instruments this year. Please turn in your interest 

forms ASAP so you can be a part of instrumental 

music at ASFS. 

Helping Our Environment and Traffic Flow  
 As we look at ways to support our environment 

and lessen our traffic problem, we want to encourage 

all parents to utilize the APS bus service for your 

children.  The buses follow their routes everyday and 

are expending gasoline.  We would encourage you to 

have your child/re to ride the bus and save on gaso-

line usage and pollution. 

 If you have questions or concerns about the bus 

routes, please contact Kathryn Carter at Transporta-

tion Services, 703-288-6635.   

Fall Conference Days 
 This year we will have two full conference days 

for parents and teachers to meet and discuss student 

progress. Our fall conferences will be on Thursday 

and Friday, October 7 and 8, 8:30-4:00. Conferences 

are meant for parents and teachers and we ask that 

children not attend conferences unless you have 

made prior arrangements with the teacher. Spring 

conferences are March 3rd and 4th. 

We ask that parents not bring students with 

them to conferences so that you and the teachers can 

maximize your time together.  Please read the article 

in the newsletter entitled, Fall Parent-Teacher Con-

ferences, to get further information about this impor-

tant event.   Notices will be coming home with avail-

able times to meet your childôs teachers.  Please re-

serve these two dates for conferences! 

This year we are going to an online sign up 

format to sign up for Parent Teacher Conferences.  

Directions will be available at Back To School Night 

from your childôs teacher.  Donôt miss this important 

event. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

In -House Assessments 

 During September, October, and November we will be formally and informally assessing students.  Pre-

assessments in mathematics will be given at all grade levels and the Degrees of Reading Power will be given 

in grades 2, 3, and 5. The Standford-10 assessments will be given in fourth grade November 8-19.  A fall writ-

ing sample will be administered at all grade levels and a pre-mathematics assessment will be taken by all stu-

dents.  These assessments assist us in delivering the instructional program of the Arlington Public Schools and 

the Virginia Standards of Learning. 

 

Welcome New Staff  
We would like to welcome several new people to our ASFS family.  On our kindergarten grade team, 

we welcome Ms. Renee Haire who has been involved in education through VPI, special education, and kinder-

garten positions at Patrick Henry, and Ms. Colleen Brieck from Ohio Wesleyan in Delaware, Ohio where she 

was in fourth grade and kindergarten.  As Ms. Metz experiences life in Cairo, Egypt, Ms. Jennifer Comick 

joins our staff as a first grade teacher. Ms. Melissa Martenak joins our fifth grade team with ten years of ex-

perience in Washington State, New Jersey, and Florida.  

In our special education department, we welcome Ms. Patricia Oviedo from a teaching career in Ari-

zona, Ms. Abby James in our early elementary program from Philadelphia, and Ms. Debbie Deerwester as a 

seasoned teacher having taught in several areas of the United States, most recently in Charlottesville. 

We are very excited to have our Gifted Resource teacher in a full time capacity this year.  Dawn Ram-

say has joined our community from teaching experiences in California, England, and Georgia. She has a back-

ground in science education and gifted education.      

Welcome to the ASFS family.  I invite you to meet and greet our staff at Back to School Night on 

Wednesday, September 22, 2010 at 7:00pm in the MP room. 

 

A Special Thank You 
 I would like to take this opportunity to thank the PTA for their monetary gift to each teacher to be used in 

their classrooms. This is such a terrific gesture to start our new year! 

 

Public Record of Offenders 
 In the office, we have hard copies of public information about sex offenders within Arlington.  Ms. War-

ring keeps this notebook at her desk if you would like to review the information.  

 

 

RESERVE these dates! 

November 8-19  Stanford 10 (Gr. 4) testing  

May 5 & 6 Grade 5 Outdoor Lab Overnight Trip  

May16 ï June 3  SOL test for grades 3, 4, & 5 

June 22 ï Fifth Grade Promotion Ceremony 

June 24 ï Last day of school for ALL students 
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Get ready for another exciting and entertaining musical year at ASFS! 
aŀǊƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ 
our talented students performing a wide variety of educational music. 

Students will perform on WASF for special events and holidays and some 
grade levels will have performance field trips. Please regularly check the 
Music Notes section of the Electric News and the E-Friday Folder for up-
dated and new performance information. Volunteers are always needed 
for performances, so if you are willing to be on a music performance vol-
unteer list, please e-mail your contact information (name, phone number 

and e-mail address) to Joseph_Puzzo@apsva.us. 
Thank you for your support! 

 
 

December 8th 9:15 and 7 pm 
4th and 5th Grade Chorus, Band, and Orchestra Concert 

 
March 1st 7:00 p.m. (PTA Meeting) 

PTA Music and Core Class Integration Presentation By Joe Puzzo 
 

March 2nd 10:15 
2nd Grade We Matter Concert 

 
March 16th 9:15 and 7:00 p.m.  

3rd Grade Women's History & Music In Our Schools Month Performance 
 

June 10th 11 a.m.  
Kindergarten & 1st Grade Space Show 

 

Music Notes  
  

Composed by Mr. Puzzo 

mailto:Joseph_Puzzo@apsva.us


The Electric News  Page  6  

 

Visit our School Website at:  www.asfsonline.org  

 

****  Grocery -Store FundRaising! ***  

Itôs that time of the year againðtime to RE-LINK all your grocery cards to benefit ASFS! 

 

The Grocery Card Program is our 2nd highest grossing fundraiser.  Last year, simply because 

of your grocery shopping, ASFS earned over $12,500, money that is used to fund the many 

different programs and projects we do throughout the school year. 

 

All that is required is that you link your grocery cards and signify ASFS as your school of 

choice! 

 

Follow these directions to register your cards at these participating stores: 

 

HARRIS TEETER 

School ID# 5180 

In-Store: Simply provide the clerk or customer service desk the ASFS TIE Number 5180 

Online: http://www.harristeeter.com//community/together_in_education/

link_to_your_school.aspx 

 

GIANT 

School ID# 02976 

In-Store: Provide the customer service desk your Giant card number & ASFS Number 02976 

Online: https://www.giantfood.com/our_stores/bonus_bucks/designate_school.htm?

execution=e2s1  

 

SAFEWAY 

School ID# 6470469 

In-Store: Provide the customer service desk your Safeway eScrip card & ASFS eScrip school 

ID# 6470469 

Online: https://secure.escrip.com/supporter/sla/index.jsp?app=safeway-

renewal&src_page=safeway-renewal&path=http://www.escrip.com/jsp/safeway-renewal.jsp 

 

Thank you for your continued support of ASFS! 

 

Feel free to contact us with any questions you may have. 

 

Grocery Card Program Coordinators 

 

Strat Zervos       Amy Sheldon 

sjzervos@aol.com      amyfalksheldon@gmail.com 
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This month the Molecules In Mo-

tion have been busy learning class-

room routines!    They have explored 

their five senses in science and have 

been learning how to use the manipula-

tives for math.  Language Arts rotations 

have begun and the Molecules are learn-

ing handwriting skills, letter recognition, 

and reading skills.  There are so many new 

things to do in kindergarten!  All of the 

kindergarten teachers are very proud of 

the way our new Molecules in Motion 

have adjusted to ASFS kindergarten.  We 

thank all of our parents for preparing your 

children so well for their transition to this 

academic environment. 

 

First grade welcomes all children 

and families to the Natural Won-

ders community.  This is a time 

when children will gain confidence, 

practice cooperation, and become inde-

pendent problem solvers.  The more chil-

dren know how to work independently, 

the more the class can accomplish as a 

whole.  Independence can be fostered by 

providing opportunities for your child to 

practice valuable life skills such as tying 

oneôs own shoes, zipping jackets, and 

opening lunch containers.  During the first 

month of school our Natural Wonders 

will work extensively on problem solving 

skills so students know when to ask for 

help and when they should solve problems 

on their own.  Many of these skills can be 

learned through the reading of rich litera-

ture and practiced through role playing 

both in school and at home.  We are look-

ing forward to a WONDERful year! 

The Second Grade Investigators 

are ready for a great school year!  

During September we will investi-

gate weather, the water cycle, and sea-

sonal changes; community, maps and ge-

ography; problem solving, addition prob-

lems, odd and even, and place value; the 

writing process and sentence construction; 

reinforcing reading strategies through a 

variety of genres.  Our Investigators have 

been working hard learning the new ways 

of second grade and discussing the won-

derful opportunities they had over the 

summer break.  We will focus on process 

writing and helping our Investigators to 

develop and expand their vocabulary 

through writerôs craft throughout the year. 

Welcome to all our new ASFS families.  It 

was a pleasure to meet some of you at 

Open House.  We look forward to a very 

successful year and to meeting all of you 

at Back to School Night on Wednesday, 

September 22 from 7:00-8:30.  See you 

then! 

 

The Third Grade Team would like to 

welcome our new dynamic Catalysts 

to the third grade.  The Catalysts are 

sure to start the year with a BANG!  

They will have many opportunities to cre-

ate unique chain reactions in learning.  In 

the coming weeks, the Catalysts will set-

tle into classroom routines and develop 

positive study habits.  The students will 

study about soils in Investigation Station, 

learning through hands-on experiments.  

In social studies, the students will have a 

great time drawing maps that include 

compass roses and map keys.   

DID YOU KNOW THAT? 
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We look forward to meeting you at Back 

to School Night and sharing our expecta-

tions for students, curriculum, and pro-

jects.  We are excited about the new 

school year that will be filled with chal-

lenge, wonder, and excitement for our 

Catalysts!   

 

The fourth grade Energetic Elec-

trons are off to a terrific start! We 

are so happy to see many familiar 

faces and are looking forward to get-

ting to know our new students. The year 

will kick off with many fun filled activi-

ties. In writing, the Electrons will share 

items brought in their "Me Bags". Sharing 

of these items will allow students to learn 

about their classmatesô interests, person-

alities and hobbies. Energetic Electrons 

will then dive right into the five para-

graph style of writing as they write about 

their items in their "Me Bags". Virginia 

studies will get off to a fast start with an 

overview of Virginia's geography. Stu-

dents will review map skills and will 

learn to locate places using absolute and 

relative location. Our Energetic Elec-

trons will learn about Virginia's resources 

in their science class. Students will use 

what they learn in science as they then 

travel to Investigation Station and try to 

uncover the mystery surrounding the pol-

lution of Gray Bay! In math class, stu-

dents will review their multiplication 

facts and learn new and valuable tools 

and strategies for solving problems men-

tally. Do not forget to practice those facts 

at home! Additionally, students will re-

view place value and number sense.  

DID YOU KNOW THAT? 

We are so thankful to have such a strong 

group of students and we would like to 

offer our thanks for the parental support 

that has already been extended. It is sure 

to be a fantastic year in fourth grade!  

 

Welcome to Fifth Grade!  We are 

excited to start the year with many 

engaging lessons and activities!  Our 

Technos began the year with the study 

of the brain as a muscle, and how it can 

be strengthened by assessing Howard 

Gardnerôs eight Multiple Intelligences.  

Each Techno has a unique combination 

of these strengths and weaknesses, and 

we will be continuously addressing these 

through various activities as the school 

year progresses. 

 In science, we will examine our 

worldôs building blocks of life, including 

atoms, molecules, and compounds.  

Technos will create hands-on models and 

investigate the characteristics of solids, 

liquids, and gases.  In math, students will 

explore different strategies for addition 

and subtraction in problem solving.  In 

language arts, students will study Ralph 

Fletcherôs Writerôs Notebook, and begin 

to record their own thoughts and ideas 

that will be integral to ongoing writing 

assignments throughout the year.  In so-

cial studies students will examine differ-

ent aspects of ancient civilizations in our 

world.  With many exciting activities and 

topics planned, we are looking forward to 

a great 2010-2011 school year! Please 

contact us of you have questions.  
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Email:CelloDoctor@aol.com   703-534-3940  

John Kaboff  
Performing Artist and Teacher 

Ages 4-18 
Beginner-Advanced Level 

Traditional and Suzuki Methods 
Emphasis on Solo and Ensemble Skills 

Students Perform Locally and Internationally 

Cello Lessons  

 We are off to an exciting start 

looking at fossils from the past.  

We have several scientists who 

have volunteered to help inspire 

our student to look into the past by pro-

viding a number of fossils for us to 

study.  They provided an outing for one 

of our lucky families through the silent 

auction.   

 We are exploring the fossils by using 

scientific tools, and our own ñtoolsò: 

eyes, ears, hands, and noses to explore 

them this week.  Next week we will 

jump into our grade level science strands 

as I have planned with the teachers.  

Kindergarten will look into their five 

senses; first grade will document our 

crabapple tree in the summer; second 

grade will watch our world erode away; 

third grade will determine the difference 

between dirt and soil; fourth grade will 

look into why the fish are dying in Gray 

Bay; and fifth will figure out ñwhat is 

matterò.   

 

 The eFriday Folder will have an 

update each week of what class is 

coming and the topic that they will 

be exploring in Investigation Station.  

So, look to see when you can come and 

volunteer, or stop by any time!  Life is 

exciting at ASFS! 

 We are also excited about the Intel 

Schools of Distinction Award that we 

have received.  We will attend a gala on 

September 14, 2010 to celebrate the 

eighteen schools in the country who 

have been excited.  What an honor to be 

included with such dynamic schools!  

More to comeé 

 Thank you for all of your support 

and interest in Investigation Station and 

the science we teach at ASFS.  Your par-

ticipation and teaching with us helps us 

all be strong and learn how science im-

pacts our daily life. 

 

Mrs. Ablott 

Investigation Station  
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Donations Needed for Arlington Family Center 

Do your kids think they have all the answers? 

 

Odyssey of the Mind is just the thing for them!  Theyôll tackle challenging problems, learn 

how to think on their feet, spend time in a wonderfully stimulating and creative environment.  

And most of all, they will have FUN!!! 

 

Odyssey of the Mind is an international program that encourages kids to think creatively.  

They will solve fun problems individually and as a group.  They will tap their imaginations 

and use skills in science, art, research, drama, leadership and team building.  Watch them build 

a vessel to safely carry raw eggs, or build a tower out of paper and straws to support as many 

lima beans as possible, or paint works of art like the old masters.  Whatever the project, ñout of 

the boxò thinking is required. 

 

To get involved in this fantastic program, or just to learn more about it, come 

to our Parent Information Night at ASFS on Monday, September 28, 2009 at 

7:00 p.m. in the ASFS Library.  Children are welcome to come, too.  If you 

have any questions contact Noah Simon at noah_simon@verizon.net or email 

the Resource Teacher for the Gifted, Dawn_Ramsay@apsva.us or you can also 

take a peek at the website www.odysseyofthemind.com.  

The ASFS PTA has an ongoing partnership with the Arlington Family Education Center  to provide ba-

sic baby care items to young mothers in need.  This wonderful organization helps teenage mothers com-

plete their educations while caring for their babies.  Currently, more than 50 women are enrolled in the 

program.  Below is a list of some of the gently used and unused baby items you might consider donating 

to this worthwhile program.  All donated items are tax-deductible. 

 

Baby clothes      One-piece sleepers   Disposable diapers    

Wipes & formula     Baby shampoo & lotion  Hooded baby towels    

Childrenôs books     Hair bows, barrettes, & clips Cribs & crib sheets    

Strollers & car seats    High chairs     Cabinet locks & safety plugs 

 

Please bring these items for donation to school.  Small items should be brought to the 

conference room in the office, and large items can be dropped off in the garage area off 

the cafeteria entrance.  If you would like to donate a large item & do not want to bring it 

to school, please contact Heidi Daniel at 703-534-6713 to arrange a pick-up.  Your 

thoughtfulness & generosity are greatly appreciated! 

Odyssey of the Mind  

mailto:Dawn_Ramsay@apsva.us
http://www.odysseyofthemind.com/
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Dear Students and Parents: 

 

Welcome back!  I hope you have had a wonderfully relaxing 

summer!  I wanted to take a minute to introduce myself.  I am the 

Math Coach, which means that I will be able to work with all chil-

dren in all classrooms in support and enrichment of math instruction!  

I am very excited about this new opportunity to work with your chil-

dren (and you!) in strengthening engagement in math!  Research 

shows one of the most important factors impacting childrenôs feelings towards mathematics is 

their parents' feelings toward mathematics!   Children whose parents show an interest in and 

enthusiasm for mathematics will be more likely to develop that enthusiasm themselves!    

Listed below are a few quick ideas to help you build upon your childrenôs (and perhaps your 

own) interest in and enthusiasm for math!   

 

Help children see that math is very much a part of everyday life. From statistics in 

sports to the sale price of clothing, from the calories in food to the amount of gas needed to 

travel from one city to another, math is important to us every day. Help your child make these 

connections to math and to the many jobs that use math:  Accountants,   

Agriculturists,  Architects, Bakers, Biologists, Bus Drivers, Carpenters, Cashiers, Chefs, 

Chemists, Computer Programmers, Electricians, Engineers, (Chemical, Civil, Electrical, Indus-

trial, Material), Farmers, Firefighters, Geologists, Lawyers, Managers, Mechanics, Medical 

Doctors, Meteorologists, Military Personnel, Nurses, Pilots, Plumbers, Police Officers, Politi-

cians, Repairmen, Scientists, Teachers, Technicians, Tradesmen, and so many more! 

 

ñTalk upò math and include it in all your daily activities.  Let your children know 

that you think math is fun!  Talk about math everywhere you go!  Before you leave home, have 

your child read the odometer in the car.  When you arrive at your location, have them read it 

again and calculate how many miles you have traveled.  Continue this activity until you get 

home.  At the post office, have your child estimate how many people are in line or the weight 

of the package you are mailing.   In the grocery store, have your child calculate the price of 

items that you are buying minus any coupons or store discounts.  (Be sure to mention the math 

skills that are being used in these activities:  addition, subtraction, estimation, etc.).  Put math 

into family fun time.  Play games like Yatzee, Connect Four, or Monopoly.  Read books about 

math.  Try Equal Schmequal by Virginia Kroll to learn what equal means, Counting on Frank 

by Rod Clement, about a boy who uses his dog Frank as a ruler, or Jack the Builder by Stuart 

Murphy, which practices addition skills while seeing what Jack can build with just one more 

block! 

From our Math Coach, Noreen haus  
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