
PTA Meeting Minutes
September 7, 2010
The meeting opened with introductions of the Executive Committee and all other attendees. 
Ms. Begley presented the Principal's report. She outlined the formation of the ASFS, Taylor, Jamestown and Key school team concept. Only those families from within the team are now accepted into ASFS. Space availability is the driver of the limitation to team entry. Ms. Begley outlined her vision of a true partnership between parents and faculty. Ms. Nesselrode presented on the school's academic achievement. ASFS students scored 95% or higher in each of the tested areas. Areas on which staff will focus--areas of improvement-- will be on reading comprehension, probability and math vocabulary. She thanked the 14 teachers that attended the meeting. Ms. Begley also updated the group on the new playing field. Students will be allowed on the field by the second week of school. It's likely the field will need to be covered during the winter months. As a thank you for his outstanding work on the field replacement, Cook Edens was presented a plaque of appreciation. It was also reported that Arlington County will install a double spigot, single faucet drinking fountain this fall on the playground. 
Mr Harvey presented on the Brightlink interactive technology machines purchased by the PTA last spring. Each of the 32 available teaching spaces at the school will have the interactive technology. The technology requires no additional teaching space as the projection boards can be written on when not in use by the brighlinks. Additionally, ASFS has the lowest elementary student to computer ratio in the county. 
Barry Gruver gave the Treasurer's report. Budget categories have been renamed to more accurately reflect costs, expenditures and passthroughs. Of note, teacher stipends for full time teachers is now $100; $75 for part time. Teachers have  each received their allotted allocation. The budget is attached. New reimbursement forms can be found in the front office mailbox area. Reimbursements will be provided with two weeks of submissions. Barry can be reached at  ASFS.Treasurer@gmail.com with budget questions. 
Noah Simon gave the President's report. The June minutes were approved. He urged the PTA to direct all of its activities towards directly or indirectly benefiting the school's students. He also asked that PTA decisions be based on benefiting the staff to better assist them in their teaching. Illumination through Participation is this year's PTA theme. Parents, students and staff are encouraged to participate in school wide events and activities. Moving from theme to action, the Outreach Committee has been created to support ASFS's multicultural families. PTA membership is $5.00 per adult. Membership envelopes are available in the front office. Noah also relayed that he and Ms. Begley/Ms. Nesselrode will be available Wednesdays at 9:15 in the library for those who can't make previous night PTA meetings. 
Four motions were presented.    
Motion 1: Move that the PTA allocate $195.00 to complete the purchase of the Epson Brightlink classroom technology. 
The motion passed. This funding allowed us to buy one additional Brighlink to complete the full buy. 
Motion 2: Move that the PTA allocate half of the costs up to $2,400.00 for the purchase of a double faucet, single spigot playground drinking fountain as a cost share agreement with Arlington County.  
The motion passed. 
Motion 3: Move that the PTA adopt a targeted capital expenditure fundraising strategy for the 2011 ASFS silent/live auction.
The motion was tabled until the October PTA meeting. Discussion focused on a potential limitation such a move could have on auction spending/fundraising. 
Motion 4: Move that the PTA authorize the use of online technology for ASFS Enrichment class registration.     
The motion passed and work is underway to sign a vendor contract for this Fall's registration. 
Strat Zervos presented on the Grocery Card Program. Volunteers are needed to recruit people to sign ASFS as their card associated school. The program is the PTA's second highest grossing fundraiser so participation is critical. Those interested in helping should email Strat at sjzervos@aol.com. 
Elise Zamsky presented on the upcoming Sally Foster gift fundraiser (Sept 10 - Sept 24). We have made a move to purchase gift cards instead of the products directly. Purchases over $50 get free shipping. Different from the past, goods will not be delivered to the school. Elise can be reached at ezamsky@aol.com. 
The next PTA meeting is October 5 at 7:00 p.m. 

